
DIOCESAN SILVER JUBILEE SEMINAR 
{Organized by CRI-Agartala Unit} 

 

Conference of Religious, India - Agartala Unit organized a 2-day Seminar on the theme: Present 

Socio-Political Scenario in our country, and our Response to the challenges.Most Rev. 

Theodore Mascarenhas SFX, Auxiliary Bishop of Ranchi Archdiocese, was the Resource Person. 

The seminar was organized in the context of Agartala Diocese celebrating its 25 years of 

existence, and its 1st Bishop Most Rev. Lumen Monteiro CSC, DD celebrating his Silver Jubilee 

of his Episcopal Ordination. 

 

Though our diocese was erected on 11th January 1996, it came into existence as Diocese on 26th 

May 1996. Similarly, our Bp. Lumen Monteiro was designated as Bishop on January 11, 1996, 

and his Episcopal Ordination was held on 26th May 1996. In reality, we were 4 months ahead of 

the actual beginning of the Jubilee Year of the Diocese and of the Bishop{i.e.: on 26th May 

2020}. Any celebration needs advanced planning, foreseeing and preparation. It is at this 

juncture, that the Diocesan Jubilee Committee, headed by Fr. Shaji ML CSC, requested the CRI-

Community of Agartala Diocese, to organize a two-day seminar in preparation for the Jubilee 

Celebration which will culminate on 26th May 2021. The CRI-Agartala Unit readily accepted the 

offer and swung into action.  

 

Taking into to account the political scenario of the country, particularly of Tripura, and cautioned 

by the recent Kumarghat-incident, we thought, the best way to prepare for the Silver Jubilee of 

our Diocese is to learn how to deal with the uncertain-future. Hence, the theme chosen for our 

Jubilee Seminar was: The present Socio-Political Scenario in our country, and our Response to 

the challenges. 

 

The 2-day Seminar was held from 31st January to 1st February 2020. We chose these days, 

keeping in mind the birthday of our dear Bp. Lumen. The Executive Committee of CRI-Agartala 

thought that it will be a wonderful occasion for all the Religious of the Diocese to gather and 

greet their Shepherd on his birthday, and to pray with him and for him during the Jubilee 

Seminar Eucharist. 

 

The Resource Person of the Jubilee Seminar, Most Rev. Theodore Mascarenhas SFX, in his 

remarkable discourses, spread over 2 days, focused on the following: 

- It is paramount important that all the Religious learn the art of working together with the 

Diocese; that there is always a spirit of collaboration between the Diocese and the 

Religious. In his words, it is: Either we hang together or hang individually. 

- More than ever, it is now a must that we become more transparent in our life, by 

maintaining proper Records and Accounts. 

- We dare not to lose our credibility as Religious. 

- We may be small, but we are not weak. Hence, let us not fear, but be courageous. 

- The enemy will always find a loophole to trouble us. Even the most vulnerable ones are 

not spared. 

- We need to share our resources and contacts with others, in order to reach out to the other 

in trouble. 

- Silence is not always beneficial, neither is it pleasant to hear. 



- Fear and jealousy are our worst enemies. 

- Let us not allow anybody to divide us; instead let us be united with one basic principle: 

We Need Each Other. 

- Common strategies and plans are necessary among the Congregations; and our Charism 

should include Diocesan Mission. 

 

The Resource Person proved to be sensitive to the needs of the participants, as he invited 

questions and clarifications from the participants, setting aside a considerable amount of time for 

responding to the queries. The 2nd Day of the Seminar drew a large number of Religious, as the 

organizers combined the Birthday Celebration of Bp. Lumen, with the seminar-activities. God 

bless our Diocese and all the Religious. Thanks to one and all. 

------------------- 

Fr. Mariaraj csc 

President: CRI-Agartala 

Diocese of Agartala 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


